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Introduction

Botulinum toxin is effective in relieving
certain forms of dystonia or involuntary
movements, e.g. hemifacial spasm,
blepharospasm, spasmodic torticollis. It
affects transmission between the nerve
endings and the muscle membrane, thus
causing paralysis.

Up till end of 1990, this method had
been used for 7500 patients. This
treatment does not eradicate the
fundamental problem of abnormal
muscle control, but it can reduce the
spasm of the involved muscles. The
effect is temporary, but may last up to
3 months. The injection will then have
to be repeated.
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You will be given an injection of a minute
quantity of botulinum toxin into one or
more of your affected muscles. The toxin
will then induces temporary weakness
of the abnormally acting muscle.
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¢ In treatment of blepharospasm and
hemifacial spasm, some patients have
experienced temporary drooping of
the upper eyelid, weakness or
asymmetry of the lower facial
muscles, dryness of the eye requiring
eyedrops, or tearing of the eye due
to weakness of the lower lid. There
is also occasional involuntary lip
movement causing trouble with
speech

¢ In treatment of spasmodic torticollis,

some patients may experience
weakness of the neck muscle or
difficulty in swallowing which are
usually reversible

A small bruise and modest discomfort
occasionally occur. There will be no
adverse effects on the other parts of

body

Should you have any queries,
please consult your doctor in-charge

Information provided by the Department of Medicine,
Queen Mary Hospital.





