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“Of the world’s reported natural disasters 
between 2004 and 2013, 41.2 per cent or 
1,690 incidences, occurred in the Asia-
Pacific region,” 

“Among the Asia-Pacific sub-regions, Southeast 
Asia – predominantly Indonesia and the 
Philippines – was hardest hit by natural disasters 
that killed more than 350,000 in more than 500 
incidents, according to the report. During the 
same period, the number of natural disasters 
occurring in China alone was more than twice as 
high as that in the whole North and Central 
Asia”  

Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the 
Pacific 2014 by United Nations ESCAP 
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“The Pearl River Delta is a densely 
populated metropolitan area comprising 
Hong Kong and Guangzhou. Situated in 
one of the world’s most disaster prone 
regions, floods and typhoons put more 
people at risk than in any other 
metropolitan area in the world.” 

Mind The Risk: A Global Ranking of 
Cities under Threat from Natural 
Disaster by Swiss Re 





Hong Kong  
• Urbanization: 100% 1  

• Population: 7.24 million 
(mid-2014) 2 

• Hottest year in 2015 
• Coldest day in 60 years 
• 2003 SARS, 1997 Avian 

Influenza 

• Special population in HK 
 

 

1 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division. World urbanization prospects: The 2014 revision, highlights 
(ST/ESA/SER.A/352). United Nations: New York; 2014. 
2 Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, Information Services Department. Fact Sheet: Hong Kong. April 2015. 

©  Aljazeera 

©  China Daily 



RISK = HAZARD X VULNERABILITY 
 
 
        





Ref: Policy Brief. Hong Kong’s Emergency and Disaster Response System. Emily YY Chan, May PS Yeung, 
Sharon TT Lo, CCOUC.  October 2015. 



What can be added on? 
• Comprehensive training for 

healthcare professionals in their 
roles during emergencies 

• Common platform for all players in 
disaster response 

• Community engagement  
• Synergies among among multiple 

players including academia in 
disaster preparedness and 
response 

• Systematic practice for evaluating 
disaster response and 
institutionalizing the learning  

©  Aljazeera 

©  China Daily 
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The Establishment of the 
Hong Kong Jockey Club 
Disaster Preparedness and 
Response Institute (DPRI) 
 
• Launched in August 2014 
• Under the Hong Kong 

Academy of Medicine 
 



Goals 

• Generate leaders in disaster 
preparedness and response for 
Asia Pacific 

• Promote community resilience 

• Centre of excellence  

Focuses 

• Capacity building (professional & 
health) 

• Research & policy studies 

• Engaging communities 

• Knowledge and consultative 
platform 

 

Our Partners  





Training for post-graduates & undergraduates 

Skill-based Training for disaster health workers 

Free e-learning modules on disaster topics 



Leadership skills training for healthcare 

professionals (e.g. Media Handling) 
Game-based simulation learning 









The Scoping Study 
 
 
        



A Scoping Study 

• Led by Harvard University 

• Aims: 
• To elicit information on inter-

agency coordination 

• Assess information across  
agencies and the community 

• Gauge public attitudes towards 
preparedness 

• A cross-sectional needs 
assessment on over 2,300 
respondents in Hong Kong  



1. Key Stakeholder Interviews 
 26 senior officials in HK’s key disaster response 

agencies and institutions 

2.    The Agency-Personnel Survey 
 Online survey to over 600 responders from HK 

Police Force, HK Fire Services Dept, Auxiliary 
Medical Service, and Civil Aid Service 

3. The Healthcare Personnel Survey 
 Online survey to 199 responses from physicians 

and nurses  

4. The Community Survey 
  1,023 surveys conducted using 1,533 randomly 

generated GPS points  in each district 
proportional to the district population 



Disaster Preparedness in Hong Kong – A Scoping Study 

Recommendations: 

1. The need to engage members of the general Hong Kong 
community to raise awareness of disaster risk, improve 
preparedness efforts, and provide guidance on where to find 
information in the event of a disaster 

2. The need to invest more resources in training and 
professionalization of the Hong Kong response sector, including 
healthcare personnel 

3. The opportunity to include less familiar and infrequent disasters 
in training exercises and disaster drills for disaster preparedness 
and community engagement 

4. Use of mobile technologies and the Internet for disaster 
communication and coordination.  

 

 



Thank you!  
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