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Introduction 
Unilateral vocal cord paralysis can result in incomplete glottal closure. Dysphonia, 
breathing and swallowing impairment are common complaints. So a functional 
surgery is necessary for the improvement of quality of life. 
 
Objectives 
This is a prospective study with an aim to assess the functional improvement after 
external vocal fold medicalization thyroplasty with titanium vocal fold medicalization 
implant (TVFMI). 
 
Methodology 
Pre-operative and post-operative results were compared. Subjects were presented 
with unilateral vocal cord palsy due to various etiologies. Outcome measures included 
endoscopic examination, perceptive voice sound analysis and objective acoustic 
assessment. 
 
Result 
From May 2009 to August 2011, 6 patients had the operation done and 67% are male. 
There were statistically improvement in subjective questionnaire, patient’s satisfaction 
and objective parameters ( p < 0.05, Wilcoxon signed rank test). No complication was 
observed during post-operative period.


