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Activities

Clinical Research Collaboration Cymru

In 2006, the Wales Office of Research and Development funded the CRC Cymru. Professor Maughan directs
the Coordinating centre which has the responsibilities to establish and manage a research professional

network covering clinical research across many specialties, in social care, primary and secondary care.

Wales Cancer Trials Network

This clinical research programme has been jointly funded by the Welsh Assembly and Cancer Research-UK
since 1998. Its objectives are to improve recruitment to national clinical trials throughout Wales and to
instigate, support and service trials originating in Wales. In 2003 the CR-UK and NAW reviewed the work for a
programme grant and rated it as at the forefront internationally both for past and future work. Its objective of

recruiting over 10% of incident cancer patients into clinical trials was achieved in 2006.

National Cancer Research Network Operational Steering Group
As the current Chair of the NCRN OSG, Prof Maughan works with a small core group within the NCRN
reviewing the performance of the cancer research networks across the UK, and is involved in the appointment

of Chairs and members of the clinical studies groups and the three yearly reviews of the CSG performance.

Wales Cancer Trials Unit

In 2005, the developing clinical trials unit formed from within the WCTN, working with the Centre for Health
Service Research in Cardiff University and in a mentorship relationship with the MRC Clinical Trials Unit, was
accredited by the NCRI.

Colorectal cancer
Professor Maughan is a long standing member of the NCRI colorectal clinical studies group and chairs the
advanced disease subgroup. That subgroup has initiated the following studies:
° MRC CRO06: A multicentre study of two durations and three regimens of chemotherapy in metastatic
colorectal cancer. Cl TSM.1995-2001. Published in the Lancet (x2) and BJC.I NCRI FOCUS trial
(MRC CRO08) of palliative chemotherapy in advanced colorectal cancer: (ClI M Seymour).
° NCRI FOCUS-2 (MRC CRO09): trial of adjuvant chemotherapy following radical chemoradiation and
resection of rectal cancer: (ClI M Seymour).
° NCRI COIN (MRC CR10) trial: Chief Investigator TSM (see below)
° NCRI PICCOLO trial of treatment for fluorouracil-resistant advanced colorectal cancer comparing
standard single-agent irinotecan versus irinotecan plus panitumumab and versus irinotecan plus

ciclosporin TMG and grantholder (CI M Seymour).

MRC COIN trial
The COIN trial is a three-arm randomized controlled trial compares either Continuous chemotherapy plus
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cetuximab or INtermittent chemotherapy with standard continuous palliative combination chemotherapy with
oxaliplatin and a fluropyrimidine in first line treatment of metastatic colorectal cancer. 2421 patients will be
recruited over the next 3-4 years. An extensive translational programme is in place evaluating the effect of
variance in DNA repair genes on outcome (Cheadle, Cardiff CR-UK), pharmacogenomics of all agents
involved (Macleod, St Louis, NIH), EGFR IHC and other markers for prediction of response of paraffin
sections and a tumour collection for microarray analysis using specific cDNA microarrays for colorectal

disease (Johnson, Arradx, Belfast).
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